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HYBRID VEHICLE LIST TO EXPAND 
 
The Oregon Department of Energy plans to add more vehicles to its list of hybrids that 
qualify for an Oregon residential or business energy tax credit.  The 2005 Ford Escape 
Hybrid, when released later this year, will meet the criteria for the tax credit.     
 
Those requirements include a hybrid (gas/electric) drive train, regenerative braking and an 
energy storage device (battery), along with substantial energy savings over conventional-
fuel models.  Hybrid-electric vehicles that already qualify for the tax credit include the 
2004 Toyota Prius, Honda Civic and Honda Insight, with the 2005 models expected to 
qualify. 
 
“Three additional vehicles that we anticipate making the list of 2005 qualifying models 
include the Honda Accord, Toyota Highlander and the Lexus RX 400,” says Justin Klure 
of the Oregon Department of Energy.  “They all use the three hybrid-electric technologies 
of drive train, regenerative braking and battery storage.  We haven’t seen the mileage 
figures for those vehicles yet, but if they show substantial increases in miles per gallon, 
they will qualify for a tax credit." 
 
Other vehicles scheduled for release in the 2005 through 2008 model years may use the 
“hybrid” label, but may not offer all three technologies and have substantial mileage 
increases.  As compared to conventional vehicles, full hybrid vehicles have the potential to 
greatly reduce fuel consumption and exhaust emissions. 
 
Only new vehicles qualify for the tax credit.  The residential energy tax credit is $1,500 
and the business energy tax credit is based on the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price 
(MSRP).  To check the list of vehicles that qualify for the Oregon tax credit, go to the 
Oregon Department of Energy Web site at www.energy.state.or.us or call toll-free 1-800-
221-8035.   
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